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Statement to 5th Committee of the General Assembly 

By  

Mr. Collen V. Kelapile, Chief of Staff & Officer-in-Charge 

 Division of Administration, ECA 

14 October 2014 

---------- 

Agenda item 132 

Progress in the construction of additional office facilities at the Economic Commission for 
Africa in Addis Ababa, proposals for the renovation of conference facilities including Africa 

Hall, and revised estimates relating to the programme budget for the biennium 2014-2015 
under section 18, Economic and social development in Africa, section 33, Construction, 

alteration, improvement and major maintenance, and section 34, Safety and security 

----------- 
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Mr. Chairman, 

1. At the outset, allow me to convey to you and the distinguished delegates our 
greetings at the ECA, and also warmly congratulate you and members of your 
bureau on your much deserved election to guide the work of the 5th Committee 
during the 69th Session of the General Assembly. 

2. It is indeed a great honor for me to introduce the report of the Secretary-General, as 
contained in document A/69/369, outlining the progress to date in construction of 
New Office Facility; ongoing renovations of conference facilities; as well as the 
established requirements in order to allow us proceed with the renovation of Africa 
Hall. 

3. Let me highlight some salient components of the report before you, corresponding 
to its identifiable parts of which the details are contained it the report and 
additional information has been captured in ACABQ report which the Chairman 
will introduce shortly. 

 

New Office Facility 

• The construction of the additional office facilities was substantially completed on 
19 June 2014. 

• The premises are operational and fully occupied by UNOPS, UNOAU/UNAMID, 
WHO, UNHCR Liaison Office to the AU and ECA, as well as UNICEF. 

• There are however remaining ancillary projects (construction of internal access 
roads, parking upgrades, civil and landscaping works, permanent site lighting, final 
sanitary works, and some interior finishes) which are scheduled to be completed by 
the end of 2015. 

• For your information, and perhaps as a further sign of progress, we have taken 
advantage of the forthcoming visit of the Secretary-General in Addis Ababa from 
27 – 28 October to incorporate in his programme an Inaugural Ceremony of the 
building on 28 October. 

 

Renovation of Conference Facilities at UNCC 

• Conference Rooms 3 through 6 were returned to full operations in March 2014, and 
the UNCC kitchen also returned to full operations on 1 September 2014.  

• Other spaces such as the Delegates Dining Room and Banquet Room have also 
been upgraded and now have new carpets installed and also available for use.  

• The remaining works, including re-carpeting of certain conference rooms, namely 
Conference Room 1 and 2, electrical and mechanical and audio-visual upgrades and 
creation of access for persons with disability will be completed in 2016/2017. 
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• Phase 2 of the roof renovation of the Conference Centre is at the procurement stage 
and will also be completed in 2015.  

 

 

Africa Hall 

• As you may be aware, the Africa Hall complex was constructed during the years 1959 – 
1961 and inaugurated by the Emperor of Ethiopia on the 26 February 1961.  

• It was given to the UN/ECA as a gift from the Government and people of Ethiopia, a 
goodwill gesture which very clearly symbolizes Ethiopia’s devotion to the cause of the 
progress and independence of the African peoples.  

• ECA, in collaboration with UNESCO, the AU and the Ethiopian Government 
launched the first initiative for the Renovation of Africa Hall at a ceremony 
that marked the 50th Anniversary of the ECA held on 24 October 2008 
culminating in the pronouncement to make the Hall a “monument to modern 
African History”. 

• Section III, paragraph 3 of GA’s resolution 65/259, requested the Secretary-
General to expeditiously assess the status of conference facilities at the ECA, 
in particular Africa Hall and Conference Room 1, to ensure that they are in 
strict compliance with the highest international standards for conference 
facilities and to report thereon.     

• In order to fulfil the GA’s request, ECA engaged a consultancy firm to carry 
out the detailed assessment and provide the cost estimate required for the 
report before you.     

• The Africa Hall Renovation Project was planned to have 5 work stages, of which 
the 2 were completed to date and the 3 are yet to be completed moving forward. 
 

• As highlighted in the report, the detailed assessment and in depth analysis 
undertaken by the consultant engaged by ECA revealed that a multitude of 
deficiencies and deteriorations should be addressed first, as doing so is critical in 
order to ensure that the building remains safe, functional and is in strict compliance 
with the highest international standards for conference facilities (as per GA’s 
request).     

 
• Should the General Assembly approve the contents of the Secretary-General’s 

report, the scope of works is categorized into five groups: 
      - Structural upgrades and safety building works 
      - Plenary Hall renovation works 
      - Heritage conservation  
      - External works and landscape, and 
      - Visitor Centre  
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• The Visitors Centre would enrich the permanent display, through introduction and 
maintenance of the African history exhibition space; a lecture gallery; a bookstore; 

a gift shop; and provision of guided tours to the public, school groups and other 
institutions through a pre-arranged reservation system.  

 
 
 
Mr Chairman, 
 

   
4. ECA looks forward to a rejuvenated compound to bring our buildings and 

infrastructure up to international standards for safety, accessibility and functionality 
for the following 50 years. 
 

5. The actions to be taken by the General Assembly are outlined in section VII of the 
Secretary-General’s report. Worth highlighting is that the estimated overall project 
cost for the proposed renovation of the Africa Hall building amounts to $ 
56,896,300 over a period of seven years. 

 
6. Lastly, we have noted the request by ACABQ that certain outstanding information 

requested by the Committee be provided directly to the General Assembly. While 
regretting our inability to make it on time for the ACABQ, we have already 
initiated responses to the requested information and we will certainly make it 
available. 
 
Thank you. 

 

 
 


